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_ cavenger’s daughter forced to eattrash by school tec

on Monday in Chennai at the er's ordeal, said: *1 do manual
public hearing by the National scavenging, a degrading work,
Commission for Protection of 1 sent my daughter to school
Child Rights by the girl's fa- with the hope that she willnev- £}
ther, Dhanapal, for whom it er do anything close to what J]
wasammst “corporal punish- amdoing. Now lam devastated, |
ment” but something that shat- 1 clean rubbish and my daught.
tered his hope. The manual er was made toeat it.” he said.
scavenger from Madurai had  Alongwith the girl, Privanka
hoped that his daughter would (12), belonging to the Hindu
be safe in school. Kuravar community, two other
‘Dhanapal, who broke down girls also faced the same hu- &\ //
while speaking of his daught miliation at the Government SHINOD AP Priyanka said, “We knelt be- stones
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The students were called by us.
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¢ class, and asked to clean the free ti
classroom. Since Lathawasnot  exams
their class teacher the students  ally sc
initially refused. They were we ate
then forced to clean the room  which
and also eat the garbage in the It cont
presence of other students.  food §
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Corporal punishment
kills students in districts

Express News Service
Chennai. November 28

A public hearing held by the National
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) here on Sunday saw
complaints pouring in from various
quarters on corporal punishment re-
sulting in suicides,

At least 10 such cases were dis-
cussed on the first day of the meeting
that focused on “Children’s right to
education™. Police lethargy in pursu-

- ingsuch cases and “light” punishment

That

Ked ol Kounek

—the maximum being a mere suspen-
sion of the offender by the school au-
thorities — were also taken note of,

One of the case discussed at the
hearing was the death of L Marival
(15), who studied in Grade I at St Xavi-
er Girls Higher Secondary School in
Kodaikanal. She was allegedly beaten
to death by two of herteachers. At the
hearing, the panel termed the incident
as "murder”,

Mariyal was roughed up using scale
and even a long-sized notebook. The

teachers dashed her head against a

desk. She fainted and the teachers
sprinkled water on her face. When she
regained consciousness, she was as-
saulted again by the teachers until
blood came out.

A similar case from Panchavat
Middle School at Thottapattu village

in Cuddalore also received attention.

Standard V student Abina (10) was

asked by her teacher Santhi to read

out from the books. When Abina failed

to do so, the teacher made her sit in

Standard 1. Before that, she was beat-
en with a stick. When she joined Stan-
dard I students, they made fun of her.
A humiliated Abina later committed
suicide by immolating herself. The
school, however, claimed that Abina
ended life due to stomach pain.

Acting on the case, NCPCR chair-
person Dr Shantha Sinha ordered an
enquiry without involving the school
management in it.

Boys are also pushed to the brink |
by unruly teachers. Premdoss (14)
from Dindigul district committed sui-

cide after his class teacher and head.
master falsely implicated him for
cheating. Another 14-vear-old, Aar-
oosh of Kanyakumari, ended life by
Jumping in front of a speeding train.
He was beaten up for handing over a
love letter from his frriend to a girl.
Dr Shantha noted that the school
authorities did not take steps to hos-
pitalise the students or pay for their
treatment in all the cases. The panel
asked the Education Department to

come up with a protocol for handling

corporal punishment cases. The onus
is on the school to lodge a police com-
plaint against the teacher, she said,
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Girl gets justice after
long-drawn struggle

Special Correspondent told her that “such things are slapped defamation ch
- ~ common here, and since you against many who were:
CHENNA:  Chitra  (name are provided with free educa- ing for the girl, Mr. Srec
changed), sits at a podium, tion, do not disclose this to said. They continuec
her face covered partially anyone until you complete threaten Chitra and her
with her diaphanous shawl. Plustwe = . ~ily members trying to
Only her eyes are visible  Chitra also charged that them to withdraw the ,
clearly beyond the mask, and she also spoke to the school _and the local police add {
in them, a curious mixture of correspondent, but no action this, he charged. ’
‘sadness and triumph. For six was taken.  Finally, the judgment
years she"foughton,andhard—  Later, she took her transfer delivered at the JM-I, .
ly four days ago, she first certificate and joined another yallur court on Decembi
smelt success - a two-year institution. Meanwhile, she Mr. Sreedhar added. Th’'
conviction for the man who informed one of the donors of cused was sentenced to
sexually abused her. the Sevalaya Trust of what riod of two years Tige
Chitra was a student ata had Thappened to her. imprisonmentand order
school run by the Sevalaya M Shreedhar, her advocate, paya fine of Rs. 10,000.
Trust, Tiruvallur, during filed a private complaint be- only reason I persisted
- 2006-07. She said she was forethe Judicial Magistrate-1 because I knew if I didn’t
sexually abused by her Phys- of Tiruvallur, It was only after man would play with th
ics master Palanisamy when this did the girl file a case with of other young girls in
they happened to be alone in the local police station, school. Now I hope the s
the physics lab. When a friend which, however, closed the management that const:
witnessed this, both of them case without investigation. kept trying to prevent ju
- were warned not to tell any- Meanwhile, the German do- for me, will be taken to
one about what had hap- nors of that institution came too,” Chitrasaid.

pened. If they did they would to know of the issue. Very few cases of child
be failed in the examinations. The case dragged on, back ual abuse even reach
Stubsequently, Chitra andforth, between the Magis- court, only some of then

worked up the courage to in- trate court in Tiruvallur and  sultin conviction, Mr. 51
form the headmaster about the High Court. And Chitra har says. “Chitra’s cas
the molestation, but was persisted right through. In significant because she
shocked, she said, when he the meantime, the school justiceat theend of it.”
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